4 RECTOR'S REPORT 
| f CONVOCATION, 1949 

At this point in the Convocation Ceremonies it is custom- 
ary for the Rector to read his Report. This is a brief and ne- 
cessarily cursory account of the past year, its successes and 
its setbacks, as well as a brief glimpse at plans for the im- 
mediate future. ALTHOUGH I could conceive of circumstances 
which would make this a less agreeable task, I must say that 
on the whole the preparation of this REPORT has given me a 
great deal of pleasure and satisfaction. It is even more 
pleasant to share this satisfaction with you whose interest 
and support have done much to make these accomplishments poss- 
ible. 
DURING the Summer the former Rector, Father Edward Brown, was 
transferred to the University of St. Mary's College in Hali- 
fax. Church Law demands that religious superiors be replaced 
at regular intervals and last July Father Brown reached the 
end of his term. No one is in a better position than I to 
appreciate the work that Father Brown accomplished during his 
term of office. Every where I go I find traces of his inter- 
est, his anergy and his forethought. This prada tion class 
owes a great deal to him as will every other Graduation class 
for many years to come, 
IN 1948-49 Loyola College had the highest enrollment in its 
history. There were over 400 registered in the College with 
175 of this number in the first year in Freshman,” This year 
too we graduate the largest class in our history. Tonight 


some 64 will receive their degrees. With some 600 students 


registered in the High School this means that our total en- 


roliment this’ year was over one thousand, 


WHILE this growth in the number of students is very gratify- 
ing it also presents its problems, Already, in spite of the 
building that was completed in the previous school year, we 
are cramped for space. Our resources are strained to the 
outmost limits. Much as we hate to turn away deserving stu- 
dents we must in justice to our teachers and the students 


themselves, set a limit to the number whom we can accept, 


THE FIRST DUTY of any College in to see to it that its aca- 
demic standards are maintained at a high level. We are happy 
indeed to have at the College a devoted and capable staff of 
Professors, both clerical and lay who have this very much at 
heart and who are unsparing in their time and efforts to main- 
tain them. We are happy too to have received the encourage-~ 
ment and support of the authorities at the University of Mon- 
treal and at McGill who have assisted in many ways. At the 
same time the College must supply the staff with the facil- 
ities they need to do their work and with opportunities to 
perfect themselves in their chosen fields. This year we com- 
pleted the construction of a laboratory to accommodate those 
doing advanced chemical analysis. We have added to the equip- 
ment of our Physics Laboratories in preparation for a new 


course in Electronics, 


ALTHOUGH a great deal of work has been done in improving the 


Library facilities nevertheless we are still far from being 
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adequately supplied with books especially for courses ona 
graduate level which we hope that we will soon be able to un- 


dertake, 


AMONG the more setbacks this year has been failure to obtain a 
University status as soon as we had hoped. There was a great 
deal of preliminary work to be done, some of it is still to be 
accomplished. In the meantime we shall continue to present our 
courses and look forward to an announcement before next year's 


Convocation, 


x THE GREAT increase in the number of Freshmen is partially ac- 
counted for by the fact that we have added a new faculty to the 
College, namely the Commerce Faculty. Next year we will contin- 


ue with Second Year Commerce, 


A_ VERY IMPORTANT element in any Catholic College is the spiritual 
formation of its students. In Jesuit College this work is dae 
ied out largely through the agency of the Sodality of the Bless- 
ed Virgin Mary. This year the Sodality has been most active, 

The work of the student counsellor has been facilitated by plac- 
ing a special office at his disposal which is easy of access, 
This move has been more than justified by the success it has had, 
Interest in the foreign missions, an integral part of any train- 
ing that is truly Catholic has been fostered and born tangible 
fruits. We were able to make a gift to Bishop Turner on the 
occasion of his consecration and to send a considerable sum to 
the mission of the Canadian Jesuits in India. Beside all this 
the interest of the students was aroused and their help enlist- 


ed in the various appeals that are made throughout the city. 


‘ 
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In the Charities Drive, in the Christmas Baskets, etc. It is 
our ambition that each student should take a part in the dio- 


cesan activities as well as in the activities of the College. 


I SHOULD ALSO like to tell you briefly about our financial pos- 
ition. Like most similar institutions we aa, cent but so far 
we have managed to make ends meet and to pay our lawful debts. 
This is chiefly due to the fact that we have so many on the 
Faculty who command no salary. At the same time we are not able 
to build up funds for future expansion, or for emergencies. The 
ideal school has been described as a pupil at one end of a log 
and Mark Hopkins at the other. But today the price of logs 
has gone up, teachers must be paid a more considerable wage if 
they are to live. In brief we need help. We can only try to. 
carry on so as to merit it when it is forthcoming. We are very 
grateful to our benefactors. Among others we are indebted to 


the late Father Francis J. Singleton who left us a generous amount 


of money to be used for the education of needy students. 


I NOW COME to a very enjoyable part of the report. A brief list 
of our triumphs during the past year. It comes all the more 
easily from me because of ll concerned I’ had the least to do 


with them, 


DRAMATICS. The Dramatic Society again presented a Shakespearean 

Play which met with the approval and received the generous praise 

of the critics. To do this we enlisted the aid of Mr. Rudolph 
ee air li, Ver Haw 

Stoeckely I should like to thank fhm again for the time theygave 

to it. Besides this the Loyola entry in the Intercollegiate 


Drama Festival at Carleton College, a Play written by one of 
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the Students, John Buell, was awarded the prize and its author 
highly congratulated. In that same festival a Loyola student, 
Gerald McCarthy won the Best Actor's Award. The radio award 
given to stimulate interest in the recent campaign for St. 


Mary's Hospital was also won by a group from Loyola, 


ATHLETICS. While we have always had reason to be proud of the 
conduct of our teams this year we had the added satisfaction of 
Winning several titles for the first time. The High School won 
the City championship in Football and in Hockey. Both for the 
first time. The College Football team was not so successful but 
the Hockey team was declared intercollegiate champions of their 
section. Recently Loyola has figured rather largely in the news 
because of new developments in athletics at the College. It 
might be well to mention here that we have no plans to emulate 
the great college of the Holy Cross Fathers at South Bend except 
insofar as this is a great institution of learning. But the 
growth of the College necessitates a more careful attention to 
the organization of intra-mural sports, it also requires us to 
find means to stimulate interest in College athletics which are 
not quite of Senior calibre. We are indeed fortunate to have 
been able to obtain the services of Mr. William Orban as Athletic 
Director of the College. While on the subject of athletics I 
should like to take the opportunity to give special praise to 
Mr. Edmund Meagher for the excellent work he has done to encour- 


age and instruct the boys under his charge in the High School. 


DEBATING, PUBLIC SPEAKING: 
ing still continues high. The Debating team did not win the 


Interest in debates and public speak- 
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trophy this year, but as we know to win is not the sole or 
even principal purpose of the Debating Societies. The suc- 
cess of our entries in the Notre Dame de Grace Community Fes- 
tival and above all the success of one of our pupils, DONALD 
BROPHY, who won the Three Hundred Dollar Scholarship presented 
by the Montreal Rotarv Club to the winner of a competition be- 
tween the High Schools of the Province have done much to stim- 
ulate interest and arouse enthusiasm among all the students. 
Both these organizations are to be commended for the good they 


do by encouraging competition among the pupils of our schools. 


ORGANIZATIONS: Loyola is fortunate in possessing the interest 
end the loyalty of a number of organizations, whose contribu- 
tions to the College are too numerous to mention in detail but 


to which at least a general reference must be made here. 


The ALUMNI have been extremely active. Besides such typical 

Alumni activities as sponsoring a banquet for the victorious 
Football team, they have helped in countless other ways and I 

have not been slow to call upon them. We are proud of the con- 
tribution that they are making to the various organization such 

as Charities, St. Mary's Hospital etc, 

The LADIES! AUXILIARY again sponsored a number of lectures through- 
out the year. These were not uniformly well attended but they were 
much appreciated and accomplished much good by making the thoughts 
of such people as Arnold Lunn, Father Lord, Mortimer Adler, and 
Monsignor Sheen available to the Catholics of Montreal. 

The MOTEERS' GUILD held their regular meetings. As one who was 


at Loyola both as a student and as a teacher when this Guild did pee 





oa Pe 


not exist I have been in a very favorable position to evaluate 
its effects. Besides the very generous contribution which they 
make to the College there has resulted a very close spirit of 
cooperation between parents and teachers that is of immense value 


. to ail. 


THERE REMAINS one more item which it seems ee to do at this 
time. It is my pleasant privilege to congratulate in the name of 
the College, Monsignor Elliott, Monsignor Reid and Monsignor 
McDonagh who have been raised to the rank of Domestic Prelate to 


the great joy and satisfaction of us all. 


TC THE LOYOLA GRADUATES who will this year be raised to the Friest- 
hood. Five of our former students will be ordained for the dio- 
cese during the next couple of months, while four are to be or- 


dained this vear or were ordained last in the Society of Jesus. 


I SHOULD ALSC LIKE to congratulate our graduates in the Universities. 
This year the first group tf profit from the svecial arrangement we 
have with McGill University received their degrees in Engineering. 
Our reputation and indeed in a way our future success depends upon 


the record our graduates make at the University. 


LAST YEAR we lost one of our former Deans. Father Eugene Chabot 
died after a long illness. He was a relatively young man, Sympattrs to 
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FINALLY to the GRADUATES themselves. Looking back to a former 
ocassion in 1927 when like them I sat to listen to similar remarks 
I am ashamed to say that I do not remember what the then Rector, 


the late Erle G. Bartlett, S.J. said. If I had I am sure that it 


would be assistance to me now. But while I cannot recall his 


wef 


remarks I am at least sure of this that I was the object of 
his prayers and Masses and I want to assure you Graduates that 
you will be remembered in mine. 


MAY COD BLESS YOU, MAY HE BLESS MANY OTHERS THROUGH YOU. 
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